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and infectious smile were known to many, and 
I was told several stories of how he took a 
friend’s parents to chemo then treated them to 
a lunch after, or how, when he was in school, 
he gave lunch money to a classmate, or even 
just how his smile could really light up a room. 
The gift of life is significant, and there can be 
an even greater gift in truly living and making 
the most of your time—as Malcom Forbes’ 
tombstone says: ‘‘While alive, he lived.’’ 

Second, Jeff’s passing should also serve as 
a reminder of the many challenges and dif-
ficulties faced by those who choose to put on 
the military uniform. Coming from a military 
family and serving four years in the Air Force, 
Jeff was no stranger to those challenges, and 
as such, we should honor and remember the 
sacrifices he and all our service members 
make. 

I have no doubt that Jeff leaves behind 
many fond memories with his friends and fam-
ily, especially his three children, Jenna, Kylie, 
and Phillip. I join his family in being saddened 
by this loss, but I’m comforted in knowing that 
there are many people out there who got to 
experience Jeff’s kindness, and who will miss 
him dearly. 
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FEMA FLOOD INSURANCE RATE 
INCREASES 

HON. JAMES R. LANGEVIN 
OF RHODE ISLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 4, 2014 

Mr. LANGEVIN. Mr. Speaker, my Rhode Is-
land communities have been battered. They 
have been battered by the financial crisis and 
a slowly recovering economy, and they have 
been battered by Mother Nature, from the 
floods of 2010 to Superstorm Sandy in 2012. 
Now, as we finally emerge from the worst 
economy since the Great Depression, our citi-
zens who managed to hold on to their homes 
through economic hardship and uncertainty 
are facing yet another challenge—sharp rate 
increases to their flood insurance policies. 

We need to pass the Homeowner Flood In-
surance Affordability Act today, and send it on 
to the President for his signature. Our commu-
nities cannot wait any longer for relief from 
steep rate increases. Rhode Island families 
have told me they are facing flood insurance 
rates upwards of $35,000, and they are 
scared of losing their homes. This is simply 
unconscionable. 

This legislation passed the Senate last 
Thursday with a strong bipartisan vote of 67– 
32; 182 bipartisan Members in the House are 
cosponsors of the House companion legisla-
tion. There is no reason for the Republican 
House Leadership to deny us a vote on this 
critical relief. 

Implementing a delay in rate increases will 
give FEMA the time it needs to complete an 
affordability study and develop recommenda-
tions to assist homeowners who cannot afford 
their premiums. Without it, thousands of our 
middle-class homeowners will continue to suf-
fer from the uncertainty of not knowing wheth-
er the cost of flood insurance will make home-
ownership unaffordable. 

I urge my colleagues to support consider-
ation of the Homeowner Flood Insurance Af-
fordability Act, and provide immediate relief for 
our families and communities. 

HONORING DRAPER INC. 

HON. LUKE MESSER 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 4, 2014 

Mr. MESSER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Draper Inc. in Spiceland on being 
named America’s Healthiest Workplace by 
Healthiest Employers, a leader in corporate 
wellness and health analytics. 

This company, in my home district, was 
ranked first place among 100 national finalists. 
The prestigious award included a year-long 
selection process and involved companies of 
all sizes and industries. 

Draper established a safety and wellness 
committee to raise awareness of the stressors 
that drive unhealthy habits. That committee 
has increased its capacity to giving Draper 
employees the tools to succeed. The com-
mittee members volunteer their time to plan, 
organize, and run wellness events. 

Draper is an example of a company rallying 
around physical activity and healthy living to 
improve an entire community’s quality of life. 

As members of Congress, we need to con-
tinue to promote and encourage health and 
overall wellness in our communities. In turn, 
our wellness initiatives will encourage a 
healthier American people. 
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NO TAXPAYER FUNDING FOR 
ABORTION AND ABORTION IN-
SURANCE FULL DISCLOSURE 
ACT OF 2014 

SPEECH OF 

HON. CHRIS VAN HOLLEN 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 28, 2014 

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Madam Speaker, I rise 
in opposition to H.R. 7, the deceivingly titled 
‘‘No Taxpayer Funding for Abortion Act.’’ Let’s 
be clear, federal policy—including the Afford-
able Care Act—already prohibits the use of 
taxpayer dollars to fund abortions, except in 
the cases of rape, incest, or to save the life of 
the mother. 

The bill on the floor today would dramati-
cally restrict the freedom of women to use 
their own money to purchase health insurance 
that covers reproductive health services in-
cluding abortion. Under the bill, women and 
families would be denied access to tax credits 
to purchase any health plan in the health in-
surance Marketplaces that includes abortion 
services even if they use their own money to 
pay for coverage for those services. Addition-
ally, the bill would deny small business owners 
tax credits if they offer coverage that includes 
abortion to their employees even though large 
employers can still offer such tax exempt cov-
erage. Under this bill, millions of American 
women would be denied access to com-
prehensive reproductive health care—whether 
they purchase insurance in the Marketplaces 
or receive it through their employers. 

Madam Speaker, a woman’s right to choose 
her own health care is fundamental and to-
day’s bill is a direct attack on that right. This 
bill was a mistake the first time it was pro-
posed, and it remains a mistake today. I urge 
my colleagues to reject this assault on women 

and instead I urge House Republicans to 
focus on extending unemployment insurance 
for millions of Americans who are out of work 
through no fault of their own. 
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HONORING ROSY CHU 

HON. BARBARA LEE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 4, 2014 

Ms. LEE of California. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Ms. Rosy Chu for her extraor-
dinary career in television and community af-
fairs on the occasion of her retirement. Ms. 
Chu is retiring after more than forty-two years 
of dedicated service with KTVU FOX 2 and 
KICU TV36, where she has served as Director 
of Community Affairs and Public Service since 
1989. 

A proud San Francisco native, Ms. Chu 
graduated from San Francisco State University 
with a Bachelor of Arts in Broadcast Commu-
nication Arts. She was one of the first women 
of Asian descent to work in the television in-
dustry, and was the first Asian American 
woman to host and produce a regularly sched-
uled talk show in the San Francisco Bay Area. 
She began her career with KTVU FOX 2 in 
1971 as a secretary in the art department be-
fore moving on to a number of producer roles. 
From 1985 to 1988, Ms. Chu was the Pro-
ducer of ‘‘2 at Noon,’’ which was the first 
newscast outside The Ten O’Clock News on 
KTVU FOX 2. She became the Director of 
Community Affairs and Public Service in 1989. 

During her tenure at KTVU FOX 2, Ms. Chu 
has served as an ambassador for the station 
and has been a tremendous asset to the com-
munity. She has assisted non-profit agencies, 
service organizations and community interest 
groups in obtaining access to media to roll out 
key messages on social needs and issues. 
Ms. Chu reached a broad constituency 
through hosting and producing ‘‘Bay Area 
People,’’ a long-running and award winning 
public affairs program featuring educational 
and community issues. Ms. Chu has also trav-
eled throughout California, China and Aus-
tralia, allowing her to meet with diverse mem-
bers of communities to host and produce a 
number of documentaries. 

Ms. Chu is keenly committed to community 
leadership. She joined Asians in Mass Media 
and the National Asian American Tele-
communications early in the start of her ca-
reer. Ms. Chu served on the founding Board of 
Directors for the San Francisco Chapter of the 
Asian American Journalist Association, in ad-
dition to being the first Asian American on the 
Board of Governor’s for the San Francisco 
Chapter of the National Academy of Television 
Arts and Sciences. In 2005, Ms. Chu was in-
ducted into the exclusive Silver Circle Club of 
the National Association of Television Arts and 
Sciences, Northern California Chapter. 

She has also earned myriad accolades, in-
cluding eight nominations and one award from 
the Northern California Emmy Awards. She 
has been recognized by numerous community 
groups and national organizations including: 
the Take a Bigger Role Life Savers Video Ex-
cellence Award; the National Association of 
Broadcaster’s Children’s Television Award; the 
New York Film and Video Festival Awards; 
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